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of the God-man and his work, or the soli Deo gloria, is left untouched. These form, as it were, the outer fortsi which should not, indeed, be given up prematurely, but from which a wise combatant will, in case of need, withdraw to the centre, in order not to exhaust his strength, but to defend this more securely. The fortress is not conquered though one of the outposts should fall into the enemy's hands; nor, indeed, should even one of his missiles injure a stone of the enceinte.
Do not misunderstand me. I do not say tlaat it may not be in a man's power, nor his duty, to defend many outworks. I do so myself; 'and merely insist on this, that a suecessful defense must remain conscious of the difference 'between what belongs to the circumference and to the centre, and may not make a non-essential article of faith a condition of salvation. The true method is that which will not allow a grain of saving truth to escape its grasp, which gives to faith what belongs to it, but also does not withhold from freedom its due.
We now proceed to consider the chief groups of our innumerable adversaries^ and to ask after the best and most effectual line of scientific defense as against each one 'of them. We immediately see that our citadel, the Christian idea of God and of the redemption, is undermined and .attacked chiefly by philosophy, the